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KMN Family,

Sectional Councils 2023 are almost here! 
On October 16, 17, and 19 (Mon, Tues, & Thurs) 
our KMN FAMILY re-connects! Councils begin at 
6:30pm (local time). The cities and locations are 
listed on the next page. 

Credentialed ministers will be electing Sectional 
Presbyters and officers for the next two-year term. 
Gen Council churches can bring 2 additional (other than 
the credential holders) delegates. Network Affiliated churches 
each have 1 additional delegate. 

And, our Sectional Councils are for everyone! Church Board 
Members, church leadership, interested members - all are 
welcome. We are the KMN (Ky Min Network AG) family. 

-- Pastor Joe & Reneé Girdler, 
     KMN Superintendent

A word from our 
Superintendent

Subscribe to the KMN Connect (hard copy or link emailed monthly): kyag.org/subscribe 
KMN Ministers may request a free print subscription. Others may subscribe for $10/year.
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Sincerely yours and for our families, 

Pastor Joe
jgirdler@kyag.org KMN

CHANGE ONE CHILD'S 
LIFE

Joseph S. Girdler, DMin
KMN SUPERINTENDENT
jgirdler@kyag.org

It's been said, "We can’t erase all of 
your fears, but we can tell you that 
foster parents who want to adopt 
find this path more than worth it in 

the end." As of August 6, 2023, Kentucky has 
8352 children in the Foster Care system. Only 
+/-3000 are in foster homes, leaving easily 
5000 children awaiting a family, awaiting a 
nurturing home, awaiting safety, awaiting 
guidance, awaiting love. 

I've committed vision casting to our KMN 
making a difference. There are Godly moms 
and dads and Godly families in each of our 
churches who can change the lives of one 
of these children. Consider Foster Care / 
Adoption. Call us. How can we assist you? 

I

#ourKMNfamily
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OUR CHURCHES CAN 
MAKE A DIFFERENCE

Rev. Terry Crigger
KMN ASST. SUPERINTENDENT
tcrigger@christschapel.net

There are four additional ways your local 
church can have a positive impact on the 
foster care system…

1. Pray: Gather members from your church 
and pray for children and families already 
involved in the foster care system. Ask God 
to give your church family specific ways to 
get more involved on a hands-on level.

2. Educate: Similar to most cultural issues, 
the American church often lacks awareness 
and education of the facts that will enable 
believers to make a focused and informed 
plan of action.

3. Implement a Plan: Take the next step and 
put into place specific actions to move the 
conversation forward. Celebrate victories, 
birthdays, and special moments in your 
service to keep awareness alive and give 
attention to the children and families 
already on this journey.

4. Stay Engaged: Encourage members of your 
local church to consider being foster or 
adoptive parents. Look for opportunities to 
come alongside those in your church that 
are already doing so, offering them a few 
days off by providing care for their children. 

tcrigger@christschapel.net KMN

By the grace of God,

Terry Crigger

We have several families at Christ’s 
Chapel that have foster children in 
their homes. In some instances, this 
journey leads to adoption. In every 

instance, I am inspired and impressed with 
the level of commitment required to create 
‘family’ for kids who otherwise would have 
limited access to compassionate care and the 
benefits of a faith community. The numbers 
are staggering. Over 400,000 U.S. children are 
in foster care.

Our local churches can make a real difference 
in the lives of some of the most vulnerable 
members of our society. The mandate of 
scripture is clear. God’s heart is for the 
fatherless and orphaned, those who are 
marginalized in our culture.   

We recently took a full weekend of services 
to have one of our foster care families tell 
their story. We additionally recognized all the 
parents that have either adopted or foster care 
children as part of their family. The following 
Monday, we invited a local foster care agency 
to come and answer questions from those 
in our congregation considering their own 
options. Our goal was primarily to educate and 
hopefully inspire interest, but also to build 
support for those already on this journey.  

W
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Rev. Darren Lewis
KMN SECRETARY/TREASURER
dlewis@kyag.org

MOSES WAS A 
FOSTER KID

Our hearts are often moved when we 
think of adoption and foster care. 
However, our hearts being moved 
does not always result in action. It 

is easy to hear of a need, but assume someone 
else will be the solution. Indeed, I recognize 
not everyone is equipped to foster or adopt a 
child. Much like the mandate of missions, we 
are all called to do something. You may not 
be called to go, but you are called to support 
those who are going. 

Children in orphanages or foster care are all 
kids of trauma. As such, stepping into their 
world of hurt is a calling. It is not for the faint 
of heart. It is God’s heart. Jesus was adopted 
by His earthly father, Joseph. Moses was a 
foster kid. He was placed in a basket in the 
Nile River because his life was in danger if 
he remained with his birth parents. In God’s 
providence, Moses ended up in the home of 
Pharoah’s daughter—a foster son who grew 
up in the presence of royalty. 

God had a divine plan for Moses’ life as he 
does for the 400,000+ kids in foster care 
across America. Over the past twelve years, 
Jenna and I have sought to be a voice for these 
kids. We are always honored when a pastor or 
member of one of our churches reaches out to 
us for information, guidance, and prayer. The 
time has come for KMN to have a full-time 
person devoted to the foster care crisis in KY. 
Pastor Joe covered stats from our state; I will 
not present those again. Suffice it to say that 
the need is great and is growing. 

We are thankful for the overturning of Roe V. 
Wade in America. That decision increases the 
need and opportunity for Christ’s church to 
actively participate in foster care. Every one 

O

dlewis@kyag.org KMN
Darren Lewis

of our churches can be involved at some level. 
We can all work to be a part of the solution. 
I will again represent KMN in December at 
the AG Foster Network Conf in Dallas, TX. If 
you are interested in joining Jenna and me, I 
encourage you to make plans now. 

https://www.agfostercare.network/
conference2023/

Over the years, churches across America have 
contacted their local foster care offices to 
offer their assistance. In many cases, with 
great success. At other times, the foster 
care workers find themselves with another 
promise yet unfulfilled. How do we help our 
local churches and the foster care system? The 
answer is through the recruitment of a Foster 
Care Chaplain in KY. This position, appointed 
by AGUSM, is focused on the full-time and 
ongoing support of our KY foster care system 
and connecting us, the local body, to the foster 
needs in our local community.

• Will you consider joining Jenna and me in 
Dallas this December? 

• Will you join me in asking God to raise a 
foster care chaplain here in KMN? 

• Will you pledge to support our foster care 
chaplain monthly once he/she is in place? 

• Will you prayerfully consider whether God 
is calling you to foster care chaplaincy? 

Every child in every community deserves a 
chance at a better life and an introduction 
to Jesus Christ. Who knows, God may bring 
another Moses into your care. 

>>
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U40 (Under 40
Ministers)

Tyler Crowder
tylerandrewcrowder@gmail.com

Maybe you grew up without a father; far too 
many do. Everyone battles loneliness at one time 
or another, in one way or another. But God is 
not passive in those moments or seasons. He 
defends. He sets. He leads out. 

My U40 friend, you know this. You preach this to 
lonely, grieving, disconnected people you serve 
in ministry. God uses us as spiritual mothers 
and fathers to baby believers, developing 
disciples, and sometimes even to seasoned 
saints. (Don’t sleep on my alliteration skills.)

But this promise is for us. It is for you. Are 
you looking for a coach as you navigate life 
in ministry? God is a father to the fatherless, 
and He sets the lonely in families. Are you 
bothered by your singleness or by the fact 
that you are single again? God is a defender 

of widows—of everyone grieving lost love. 
You may feel trapped…isolated…cut off. But 
God leads prisoners out with singing. Only the 
chronically rebellious die in the desert. 

Let me make a practical suggestion: Go to 
your sectional council in October. Strike up 
a conversation with the executive leadership 
team member facilitating your meeting (Pastor 
Joe, Pastor Terry, Pastor Darren, or Pastor 
Dick). Look for a fellow U40 minister, and 
schedule coffee or lunch. Watch the ministers 
who are older than you—introduce yourself to 
the one making real connections with other 
people in the room.

God sets the lonely in families—the Kentucky 
Ministry Network is a family. We are better 
together, and the best is yet to come!

“A father to the fatherless, a defender of widows, is God in his holy dwelling. God sets the lonely in families, 
he leads out the prisoners with singing; but the rebellious live in a sun-scorched land” (Psalm 86:5-6).>>

KMN is working hard to provide U40 ministers with opportunities for spiritual growth and 
leadership development. Our new Coaching Calls will interview a special guest who can offer 

insight and inspiration to us as young ministry leaders and calls will close with Q&A time. These 
gatherings start at 7:00 PM, Eastern Standard Time, and should last about 1 hour. I hope you will 
join us on this journey of becoming more of who God is calling us to be. The best is yet to come!

New iN New iN 
2024!2024!
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Hey Church Leaders! We see you 
and you are doing fantastic but 
difficult work. You’re juggling 
so many things from sermon 

preparation to fundraising, from pastoral 
care to administrative tasks and leading 
a team. You’re doing your best to propel 
people forward towards the grace and 
love of Jesus week in and week out, but 
sometimes the weight of your calling gets 
heavy. There are so many hurting people 
around you. 

YOUR BACKYARD 
There are broken families and desperate 
parents. There are kids right now in your 
community who need a place to lay their 
head at night. There are kids who need a 
warm meal, parental figures who can love 
them, and a place to call home. These kids 
exist in your backyard. They ride the school 
bus that passes your house each morning 
and they play at the park down the street 
from your church each week. 

We aren’t just talking about a few kids. 
There are 400,000 children in the U.S. foster 
care system. Yes, that’s an overwhelming 
number, but here’s the good news: there 
are 350,000 churches in the U.S., including 
yours. God has chosen us, the Church, to 
care for them. James 1:27 says that pure 
religion is to look after orphans and widows 
in their distress. This mandate James writes 
about is for everyone. We’re not all called to 
foster or adopt, but we are all called to do 
something. 

Perhaps you’re motivated to get involved, 
but you don’t know where to start. You may 

be asking, “What would this ministry look 
like in my church?” “How does someone 
become a foster parent?” “How do we 
identify those who need church support?” 

It can be paralyzing to begin asking those 
big questions. It can be intimidating to 
think about working with government and 
agencies. “Where do I start?” “Who do I 
call?” “What do I ask?” 

All of the endless questions can feel like 
a burden and a hard task adding to that 
weight you feel as a pastor. Don’t sweat it, 
though. That’s where Backyard Orphans 
come in! 

THE CHURCH’S ROLE
Our team of trainers is excited and ready 
to help guide you! Each member of the 
training field team has spent years both 
in the foster care world and in pastoral 
church ministry. Our passion is to serve 
you well. We will guide you in developing 
a comprehensive foster care, adoption, and 
support ministry. We will walk alongside 
your team every step of the way, from the 
first point of contact to launching this 
ministry and beyond. 

Our workshops are comprehensive, 
thorough, customizable, and easy to learn 
from:
• One Day | Church Staff & Orphan Care Leaders 

| Partial or Full Day 
One Day offers church staff and volunteer 
leaders holistic training on church-
based orphan care and a thorough plan 
to develop a foster care, adoption, and 
support ministry.

GUEST CONTRIBUTOR,
ERIC PORTER
Founder, Backyard Orphans

H

backyardorphans.org



• Onboard | Church Staff | 2 Hours 
Onboard is a mini-workshop designed 
for pastoral staff to unify the vision of 
orphan care across every department 
within your church. 

• Grow | Next Generation Volunteers | 2 Hours 
Grow’s mini-workshop is packed with 
practical tools for kids and youth volunteers 
to utilize as they disciple the children from 
hard places in their care each week.

WHAT IF...
If the church remains silent and inactive, 
kids in care will remain in need of families. 
In fact, there are counties that have foster 
children spending nights in shelters and child 
welfare offices because there are not enough 
foster homes to place these children in. 

If the church remains silent and inactive, 
current foster families within churches and 
communities remain in need of support. 
Lack of support leads to higher burnout 
rates, and higher burnout rates lead to 
more children moving from home to home 
without the stability they need.

If we, the Church, remain silent and inactive, 
we will miss a God-given opportunity to 
share the love of Jesus. The Church has a 
responsibility to care for orphans. We must 
respond in obedience to the mandate spelled 
out in Scripture. 

But what if the Church speaks up and 
becomes active in orphan care? We’ll see 
children find families, families find support, 
communities find healing, and people find 
the Gospel. And we, the Church? Well, we 
will find an unspeakable joy that comes 
from serving the “least of these.” 

Are you ready to get involved now?
1. Bringing awareness to the need on a 

Sunday is a great way to get started! 
Nov 12, 2023 is the annual Orphan Care 
Sunday. Learn more about this global 
initiative at orphansunday.org! 

2. Meeting with us is another great way to 
get started! Our experienced team can 
give you more information about what 
a foster care, adoption, and support 
ministry would look like in your church. 

The Porter 
family

info@backyardorphans.org
(972) 638-0117
facebook.com/backyardorphans

KMN
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YC23 online registration ends 
midnight Nov. 10. Mailed 
payments must be postmarked 
by Nov. 6.

kyagyouth.org/
youth-convention

SCHEDULE (Eastern time):

KENTUCKY YOUTH
MINISTRIES

Mike Gocke
mgocke@kyag.org

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 17
• DOORS OPEN 7 P.M.
• OPENING SERVICE 8 P.M.
• AFTER PARTY 12-2 A.M.

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 18
• SERVICE 11 A.M.

Patsy Dennis
glitz920@windstream.net MINISTRIES

CHILDREN’S

Vacation Bible School fun!

Frankfort Iglesia 
Familiar Maná AD

Dawson Springs, Dayspring AG

Richmond Real Life 
Community Church

Reg. fee covers all activities!
$75 by midnight Nov. 10
$90 at the door



Chriss Rooney
rbyenoor@hotmail.com and DISCIPLESHIP

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

KYAG.ORG 9 FALL 2023

SSaave the dates!ve the dates!
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MULTICULTURAL
DEPARTMENT

Rev. Fabian Sanchez
KMN MULTICULTURAL DEPT DIRECTOR
fabian@thesanchezfamily.org

Jose* (name changed) grew up in 
a single-parent home in Mexico. 
At 9 years old he ran away from 
his dysfunctional home and went 

to the streets. His mother never looked 
for him, though she knew where he was. 
For three days he had nothing to eat. “I 
prayed to God, but he didn’t answer…” he 
remembers. In desperate need, he knew 
where to get a job: with the neighborhood 
drug dealer. For the next few years he 
survived by selling drugs, and ended up 
dating his employer's daughter and having 
a baby with her. 

When his boss asked Jose to go kill a man, 
his world changed. “I knew I didn't want to 
become a murderer…” he said. So he spared 
the man’s life. However, the man whose life 
he was supposed to take came looking to 
murder him. Finding only Jose’s girlfriend, 
he killed her instead. Her enraged father 
was ready to kill Jose, but gave him a 
chance to run away only because he was 
the father of his grandchild. So at the age 
of 16, the father of a child, and sought for 
revenge, Jose fled from people who wanted 
to have him killed and came to the United 
States to start a new life. 

By the time we met Jose, he had 
contemplated suicide three times. But 
God was working on his behalf! He ended 
up coming to one of our local hispanic 
churches, where they were able to help him 
find a job, a family to stay with, and help 

him get to school! He is in the process of 
learning that there is a God who loves him!

After speaking with a representative of 
the school district, we learned that like 
Jose, many minors come to the United 
States under extreme circumstances- 
undocumented, homeless, no relatives, and 
limited opportunities to make it. Through 
Jose, we became aware of the need for 
ministries to care for kids like him, and 
show them the love of God. They need to be 
protected, equipped to make it in life, and 
introduced to the love of a father that never 
fails or neglects them—God! 

“I knew I didn't want to become a murderer…”

J

Would you pray with us as we continue 
to learn about this vulnerable group 
and develop a 
ministry to 
serve them? 
We thank you 
for your 
prayers and 
support!

fabian@thesanchezfamily.org KMN
Fabian Sanchez
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RADIO LATIDO WILL 
GO ON FM RADIO

Three and a half years ago we 
started Radio Latido, an online 
radio station broadcasting Spanish 
music and sermons 24/7. One year 

later, we applied with the FCC for an FM radio 
frequency. Our application was approved and 
2 years ago we were granted a construction 
permit for a local radio station. 

We started remodeling what used to be a 
dairy farm’s milking house into what is going 
to be our station’s studio. In the coming 
months, we will officially launch Radio Latido 
88.1 FM, which will be the first Christian 
Spanish-speaking radio station to reach 
LaRue County and the surrounding areas. 

We still need your prayers and We still need your prayers and 
financial support! financial support! 

Together we can bring God’s spoken word 
in Spanish to your community. For the first 
time in over 15 years the FCC is allowing 
churches to get a free FM radio frequency 
in their area. Your church can now partner 
with us by applying for a low frequency 
Educational Radio, and, if approved, we will 
take care of the operations and programming.

Let's reach Hispanics with the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ!

T

CONECTATE for Pastors and Leaders
Saturday, December 2
Fabian & Rebekah Sanchez’s home
3030 Old Elizabethtown Rd
Hodgenville, KY 42748
Please let us know you're coming so we can plan for you!

Hispanic Heritage Month 
Sept 16 - Oct 15
Nationwide Celebration
Celebrate with us the contributions of 
Hispanic culture to the United States.

A former dairy farm’s milking house being 
transformed into our station’s office.

The 
interior
of the 
radio
cabin
in the 
process 
of being 
prepared.

UPCOMING EVENTS



Lauren Daniel
laurendaniel@racelandag.net MINISTRIES

WOMEN’S

Patsy Dennis
glitz920@windstream.net MINISTRIES

GIRLS

Berea Church on the Rock

Henderson First AG:
Learning to cook

KYAG.ORG 12 FALL 2023
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CHALLENGE OF KY
Julie Duvall
julie@teenchallengeky.com

ADULT & TEEN

ROYAL RANGERS
kyroyalrangers.org

Gilbert Kerby
hawktheweapon@icloud.com

Ephesians 1:5, “God decided in advance to adopt 
us into his own family by bringing us to himself 
through Jesus Christ. This is what he wanted to 
do, and it gave him great delight.” The story of 
the Bible is the story of adoption. We are all 
adopted into God's spiritual family as a chosen 
child of God.

Romans 18:12, “For 
ye have not received 
the spirit of bondage 
again to fear; but ye 
have received the 
Spirit of adoption, 
whereby we cry, ‘Abba! 
Father!’” (KJV). This 
verse contrasts two 
spirits: an impersonal 
“spirit of bondage” 
or “spirit of slavery” 
and the Holy Spirit, called here “the Spirit 
of adoption.” Other translations render the 
phrase the Spirit of adoption as “God’s Spirit 

when He adopted you as His own children” 
(NLT).

At PowWow this year we had many boys 
receive Christ as their Savior. New sons of 
God! Sunday morning some were baptized at 
camp in the Cumberland River. 

1 Peter 2:9, “But you 
are a chosen people, a 
royal priesthood, a holy 
nation, God’s special 
possession, that you 
may declare the praises 
of him who called you 
out of darkness into his 
wonderful light.”
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KSOM equips Christians to serve the Lord in their church and beyond.
Welcoming students age 15 and up! Enroll at any time.

KY SCHOOL OF MINISTRY
kyag.org/ksom

Register at kyag.org/ksom. Questions? 502-241-7111 or dbarth@kyag.org

Cost = $75 registration fee + the price of textbook(s)
Fee includes overnight housing at Camp Crestwood and a student user account on Moodle.com

All classes take place at Camp Crestwood: 
7206 Clore Lane, Crestwood KY 40014

Class dates CERTIFIED LICENSED ORDAINED Reg deadline
October
13-14

Intro to 
Pentecostal 

Doctrine with 
Chriss Rooney

Conflict Resolution 
(Conflict Management)

with Anthony 
Mullins

Pentateuch
with 

Tyler Crowder

Sept 29

November 
10-11

Intro to Systematic 
Theology 

(Intro to Theology)
with Scott Bowman

Romans
with

Travis Hewuse

Church & Law
(Church Administration, 

Law & Finance)
with Josh Harp

October 27

January
12-13

Life of Christ 
(Synoptic Gospels)

with Phil Walton

Acts of the Holy 
Spirit (Acts) 

with Neal Gordon

Apologetics
with 

Tyler Crowder

December 29

2024 KSOM Schedule
• January 12-13
• February 9-10
• March 8-9
• April 12-13
• May 10-11
• No classes in June & July
• August 9-10
• September 13-14
• October 11-12
• November 8-9
• No classes in December 

NO CLASSES IN DECEMBER - MERRY CHRISTMAS!
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#OurKMNfamily

YOUWe’re herehere  for for 

Call: 502-241-7111
Email: office@kyag.org

Terry Crigger: Asst, Superintendent
Joseph S. Girdler, DMin: Superintendent
Darren Lewis: Secretary/Treasurer

(left ro right)

Have questions?
    Want help?
        Need to talk? 

Stay up-to-date on KMN 
happenings

• Like us on Facebook: 
facebook.com/KMNAoG

• Event info and registration: 
kyag.org/events

• View/subscribe to the KMN Connect 
newsletter & email brief: 
kyag.org/subscribe

• Subscribe to KMN text alerts: 
Scan the QR below or text KMN to 
502-480-1962. Opt out anytime.

KMN Admin Staff

Danielle Barth
KSOM & Church Planting
dbarth@kyag.org

Brittany Biram
Finance Department
bbiram@kyag.org

Melissa Pabón
Communications
mpabon@kyag.org
Se habla español

Jenna Lewis
Credentialing
jlewis@kyag.org

Crissy Gocke
KY Youth Ministries
cgocke@kyag.org



Kentucky Ministry Network: Spirit Empowered, Missions Involved, 
Biblically Engaged, Ethnically Inclusive and Relationally Committed

Important dates:
PASTORS’ REPORTS:
• Frankfort, Elevate: 1 salvation, 

5 water baptisms

• LaGrange, Real Family AG: 1 
new member

• Louisville, Southwest AG: 5 
salvations, 8 new members

• Louisville, Trinity Chapel: 1 
salvation, 1 Spirit baptism

• Louisville, Ville Church: 5 
salvations, 3 water baptisms

• Middlesboro, LifeChurch: 5 
salvations, 6 water baptisms, 
9 new members

• Pikeville, Jubilee Christian AG: 
2 salvations, 2 water baptisms

• Russellville, Christian Life AG: 
1 rededication, 1 new member

KMN HAPPENINGS

Clayton “Skip” Arp   502-526-2050
Catherine Aubuchon  502-836-8132
Geoff Cole             208-741-0930
Charles Combs     606-219-7258
Ken Greene     270-963-0719
Gerald Hogan     270-784-3596
Rebekah Khiembo   812-798-3991
Ryan Lewis      502-642-8752
William Martis     931-257-0269
Travis Miller           606-312-5960
Vicki Moore           606-282-0829
Terry Rigsby     270-265-5016
Michael Rodgers    502-833-2594

What’s new and what’s next

Ministers for “fill-in”

• Changes such as: Mailing or email address, phone number; marital status; 
birth of a child; ministry position (change within same or new church, 
resign position, etc.)

• If you are aware of a credential holder who is hospitalized or a member of 
their family has passed away

• If you are moving and need to transfer your credential to another District

    REASONS TO CONTACT THE NETWORK OFFICE

   Accurate record keeping    |   Current prayer needs

502-241-7111 office
502-689-5912 cell
502-241-7111 office
502-689-5912 cell

PO Box 98
Crestwood KY 40014
PO Box 98
Crestwood KY 40014

7206 Clore Lane
Crestwood KY 40014
7206 Clore Lane
Crestwood KY 40014

STAY IN TOUCHSTAY IN TOUCH

kyag@kyag.org
www.kyag.org
kyag@kyag.org
www.kyag.org

Opt in for KMN 
Text Alerts
Opt in for KMN 
Text Alerts

• 2023 Network (District) Affiliated Board Meetings will take 
place in February 2024. PASTORS: Dates and locations will 
be emailed to you. Please contact your Presbyter with any 
questions.

• Note the KMN Office holiday schedule below, especially if you 
are renewing your credentials. The national office will also be 
closed December 25-January 1, 2024.

Please email monthly reports to 
mpabon@kyag.org or submit 
your church's info at https://
acmr.ag.org/Account/Login 
(use church's AG Passport login, 
not pastor's personal login)
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PERMIT NO. 4

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Two days of expert-led 
workshops, engaging panel 
discussions, and inspiring 

keynote speeches, all 
focused on the critical issues 

facing the foster care and 
adoption community today. 

Move from compassion 
to action.

CONFERENCE


